
Curriculum and Communications Committee 
March 1, 2018 Meeting minutes 

4:30 pm 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Margaret Fallow, Ben Kirby, Lisa Welch, Dawn Martin, Eric Kennedy, Karen 
Doree, Kathleen Harmon, Lisa Welch, Mary Smothers, Monica Zuzow, Sarah Jones, Terry 
Furlong, Karen Fisher 
 
Members Absent: Teresa McCreight, Ray Metcalf 

 
Public Comments 
N/A 
 
New Business 
 
1. Bidding for Band Instruments/Service Contracts -  
 
Previously Marshall Music was the sole music vendor for both servicing school owned 
instruments and sales and rentals for families. In recent years, we have utilized a model with 
multiple vendors for rental and sales and a single vendor for service of school instruments. 
Band directors have requested moving back to a sole vendor model using a single year contract 
as there are additional benefits for the band program when we utilize a model like this, such as 
instructional clinics. 
 
Mr. Toth is willing review bids each year to select a cost effective model while still ensuring our 
programs have the needed support. This would happen in winter/early spring. Band directors 
and the vendors would go into 5th grade music classrooms to recruit and share about the 
different instruments. In the fall, the vendor would come back to work with families.  
  
2. Grading and Reporting Updates -  
The committee has met twice this year.  A few big takeaways: 

A. Class rankings - Nationally, fewer high schools are ranking graduates.  This is supported 
by local data that many area districts have also moved away from ranking.  The primary 
factor is that class ranks can hurt kids when they come from high achieving districts like 
South Lyon. Additionally, the top 11 universities our students are applying to do not 
require a class rank on their applications.  The Grading and Reporting committee is 
working on a recommendation for the Board.  

B. Redo/retake - The committee is looking at how to improve the redo/retake process. 
Student surveys were completed by nearly all secondary students regarding their use of 
redos and retakes. The students felt that it was helping their learning. The data tells us 
how many students had taken advantage of the opportunity and roughly 50% were 
participating. There was higher participation at middle school. The committee is working 



to come up with an annual reflection for staff. There was discussion about the potential 
of surveying teachers at the end of the year.  

C. Middle Schools are working with their SIPs for their academic awards. They have are 
moving forward with the SIP approved non-ceremonial celebration for semester 1 and 
discussing the potential of a June awards ceremony that would occur after school is out. 
This would give a time when all of the grades are official. High Schools are still discussing 
their plans for recognition at this time.  

 
Margaret had questions about the process for athletic eligibility.  Karen and Ben will follow up 
regarding these concerns. 

 
3. Curriculum Updates -  
A German II update will come before the Board in the second meeting in March. Units for study 
and the textbooks were outlined in separate handouts. The textbook would also be available 
for use in German III. This will be a deferred cost and be charged to the July budget.  
 
In addition, we are looking to have an EI Classroom at SLHS for next year. The needs are 
increasing, but the county-wide programs are full. There would be an increased cost to the 
district. The primary cost would be staffing of a teacher and paraeducators. There may be some 
funding support from the county. Hardy Elementary Centennial Middle Schools are currently 
running EI programs.  
 
4. School Safety Updates - The Safety and Administration Team meeting items were 
discussed. The Green Manuals were recognized as needing some updates. There was discussion 
regarding ALICE training. The potential of a Table Top Training for the summer was discussed. 
There were some questions regarding the purpose and makeup of the committee. The School 
Resource Officer was placed at SLHS effective 3/1/2018 on a temporary basis. The proposal will 
be on the 3/5/2018 meeting agendas for the District and Township.  
  
Old Business 

● District Beliefs, Mission, Logo, Slogan 
o Sue Toth gave some input from parents of special education students. There 

were two statements that were provided.  Lisa will bring back proposed worded 
to the next meeting. 

o The “Signs Unleashed” visit will be rescheduled in the spring 
 
Other 
N/A 
 
Public Comments 
N/A 
 
Future meeting dates – 4:30 pm 
April 12 
May 17 


